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Chirurgions in the Hofpitals) to which the Fibres by 
which it was tyed were yet adherent, and could eafily 
be obferved by the naked Eye, without the help of a 
Microfcope, to that I could not queftion any thing as to 
the matter of Fad. All thofe that I had occafion to 
converfe with of Lithotomy, while at Paris, deny the 
Stone is adherent to the bottom of the Bladder, and that 
they never obferved the fame ; and I do not remember 
of any Author that writes of it, fo that it feems to be 
a Gafe altogether new. 



IV. Part of a Letter to Dr. George Garden, 
giving an Account of the Effe&f of a very 
extraordinary thunder near Aberden in Scot" 
land. 

SIR, 

WHen I wrote to you laft, I would have given 
you an Account of the fad Accident that fell 
out in this place, but I referred it to your Brother the 
Profeflbr : However, fince you are now defirousto 
have an Account of it, you may take the trueft I 
can give you as followeth : 

On the a 4th of July laft, we had an extraordina- 
ry pleafant Forenoon, with continual Sun-ftune, till a- 
bout half an Hour after Three in the Afternoon we 
had fome Rain, after which happened two Claps of 
Thunder, tho' not very great, and then a great Shower 
of Hail, in which time happened a third Clap which 
made all our Lofs. We were Sixteen in Number, none 
of us hapning to be out or abfent at the time ; for 
my Cuftom was to have examined their Tasks in the 
Forenoon, and I ufed to give them fomewhat die in the 
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Afternoon till Three , at which time I gave them an 
Hour for Recreation ,* (o that in order to Jet them out 
at the aforefaid time ,• exactly after we had come in 
I had joined Two CiafTes together^ , caufing them to 
read fomewhat of SUdeins Epit. of > the Four Monarch. 
to give them a fight of the Succeffion, and alfo fome- 
what in Geography, of which I ufualiy taught them a 
Leflbn in the Afternoon ; (o that in Order thereto, the 
mod part of them were (landing about me in the School 
hard by my Chamber Dcor ,• The Two forefaid Claps 
of Thunder being over, we thinking nothing of them,* 
and now there being a great Shower of Hail, on a fud- 
den there happened fuch a Flajfh of Lightning which I 
few, and as I thought rilled the whole Houie ; but of 
the Clap I mind nothing, but only I think that I 
heard as it were fome fharp clink or found j but our 
Neighbours in the Town, fuch as the Minifter and his 
Wife told, they never heard a lowder: But however, I 
think all our Lofs was by the Fire, which was over in 
an fnftant, and after which we had Darkneft in the 
School, by reafon of the Smoak, with a moft violent 
Sulphurous Smell, and the burning of fome Leaves of 
Books. If there were any Bolts I cannot tell, for I have 
fearched diligently, but have found no fuch thing j 
there is indeed leveral Breaches in the Walls, and its e- 
ven to the Admiration of many, (if Providence had 
not fo ordered) how the School could have flood, for 
there is Five Breaches in the Wails, to wit, one in the 
Roof, exa&ly in mape like a Cannon Ball, another un- 
der the Chimney, a third came through the back Wall, 
and quite through the other Wall oppofiteto it, and the 
Chimney was fplit in pieces, and fome that came to the 
School-door and made a breach there, renting the 
Stones in pieces, and carried them out: There were 
Four of us killed, to wit, a Son of James Chiem, and 
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George Gordons in Ardo and Alvy in the Parroch of Old 
Deer, with a Brother of my own, and many of the 
reft hurt, having their Legs or Arms Ruined, but are 
all, I thank God Recovered ; and as for my felf, I ne- 
ver was in greater danger, tor there was one killed be- 
fore me, another at my left hand, and not half a Foot 
from me there was a breach made in the middle Wall 
of my Chamber, and yet, I thank God I received no 
hurr, only I was bled in the Mouth, but how I cannot 
tell ; as to the Childrens Bodies that were killed, real- 
ly I cannot give you fo very diftincl; an Account, for I 
was a little Confufed at the time ; but however I lookt 
them, but found none of their Bones broken, fave my 
Brother had a cut in his Head ; and all of them, where 
they received the Strokes had their Cloaths cut, as if it 
had been eat out with Rats ; they all received their 
Strokes on their Vital Parts, as about the Shoulders, 
which were in Colour of a Brownifh Black. I repent 
nothing fo much as for burying them fo foon , which 
was the next Morning, for really myBrother keeped a 
long while a great heat in his Belly, but his other parts 
were moft cold : From the hole at the Roof was James 
Ch'tens Son killed, under whom your own Son was pref- 
ixed when I got him; and yet by God's Providence and 
great Goodnefs and Mercy to me in thar, for which I 
will ftill blefs trim : For if any thing had happened to. 
your Child, it had been to my fad regret for ever, 
to the wonder of all preferved. Ail the Children that 
were killed were in different places , and as it were 
even picked but. I cannot (lay to tell you the many 
other Circumftances wherein Providence over-ruled, 
for they who deny it are grofly miftaken, and if they 
had feen what I faw> they would be Confuted and Si- 
lent for ever. 
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